Synopsis of Seeing Stars
A Novel By Diane Hammond
As the book opens, and on the strength of a recommendation by Hollywood talent manager Mimi Roberts, Ruth and Bethany Rabinowitz have moved to Los Angeles to claim what they believe is the 13-year-old actor’s rightful place in the pantheon of television and movie stars. Though husband and father Hugh Rabinowitz agrees that Bethy is talented, he thinks Ruth’s flight to LA is delusional. He stays behind in Seattle, tending to his dental practice. 

Soon joining Bethany Rabinowitz in Hollywood's often toxic waters—and also under the management of Mimi Roberts—are young actors Quinn Reilly, an enormously talented but troubled 16-year-old who has been cast adrift by his family; Allison Addison, 14 and stunningly beautiful, who is misled by her powerful need for love; and earnest Laurel Buehl, 16, a veteran of southern beauty pageants, who brings to Los Angeles a desperate secret. 
As Ruth and Bethany learn the realities of Hollywood, the four young actors compete against enormous odds and each other to book the television and movie roles that will advance their careers. When a movie screenplay is released that will be directed by acclaimed director Gus Van Sant, all four young actors see the opportunity to land a part that can rocket them to stardom—and family members, talent agents, managers, directors, producers, coaches and casting directors all become players in their increasingly desperate dreams of stardom. 
