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In 2005 author Diane Hammond moved to Los Angeles from the Pacific Northwest to give her daughter the chance to act professionally. “It was a remarkable, surreal, transformative experience not only for my daughter but for me and my husband, as well,” she says. “There is absolutely no place like Hollywood, in all its feverishness and tawdriness and glory.”

Two years after their arrival, Hammond and her family returned to Oregon, where she found herself compelled to write about the experience. The result is this novel, SEEING STARS (Harper Paperbacks; Trade Paperback Original: March 23, 2010; $13.99; 9780061863158).
Though informed by her experience, SEEING STARS is not about Diane or her daughter, but about four fictional young actors who have come to Hollywood to make their marks. Thirteen-year-old Bethany Rabinowitz and her mother, Ruth, are newly arrived greenhorns trying to make sense of The Business; Quinn Reilly, 16, has been cast adrift by his family and excels only on Hollywood sets; beautiful Allison Addison, 14, is misled by her powerful need for love; and sixteen-year-old Laurel Buehl brings a heartbreaking secret to LA that makes the stakes impossibly high. 

Of course, Hollywood is not a town where stardom comes easily. As talent managers, agents, coaches, directors and teachers nurture—and feed on—their determination to succeed, stars are made, hearts broken, children grow up, and dreams are both be realized and die. 

Diane’s previous novel, Hannah’s Dream (“irresistibly touching, delectably uplifting”—Booklist), brought legions of dedicated readers to Diane’s work. In SEEING STARS fans and new readers, alike, will be treated to an honest portrayal of love, family, and ambition through an exhilarating glimpse into a world that many of us can only dream of, wondering ‘what if...’

About the Author

Diane Hammond is the author of the critically acclaimed novels Hannah’s Dream, Going to Bend and Homesick Creek. She has worked as both a writer and an editor, and is the recipient of an Oregon Arts Commission literary fellowship. She served as a spokesperson for the Free Willy Keiko Foundation and the Oregon Coast Aquarium, and currently lives in Bend, Oregon, with her husband and daughter.
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AUTHOR TOUR FOR:

SEEING STARS
By Diane Hammond
TUESDAY MARCH 23, 2010 PORTLAND, OR
Powell’s
@ 7:00pm, 3415 SW Cedar Hills Blvd
WEDNESDAY MARCH 24, 2010 PORTLAND, OR
Annie Blooms

@ 7:30 pm, 7834 Southwest Capitol Highway

THURSDAY MARCH 24, 2010 McMINNVILLE, OR

Third Street Books

@6:30 pm, 334 Northeast 3rd Street

SATURDAY MARCH 26, 2010 PORTLAND, OR

American Library Association, Time tbd
THURSDAY APRIL 1, 2010 BEND, OR

Between the Covers

@6:30 pm, 645 Northwest Delaware Avenue
SATURDAY APRIL 3, 2010 SUNRIVER, OR
Sunriver Books & Music

@5 pm, Sunriver Village, Building 25C

TUESDAY APRIL 6, 2010 PORTLAND, OR

Broadway Books

@ 7:00pm, 1714 NE Broadway St

WEDNESDAY APRIL 7, 2010 BELLINGHAM, WA

Village Books

@ 7:00pm, 1200 11th St

THURSDAY APRIL 8, 2010 LAKE FOREST PARK, WA
Third Place Books

@ 7:00pm, 17171 Bothell Way NE
TUESDAY APRIL 13, BEND, OR

Camalli Book Company

@7:00 pm, 1288 Southwest Simpson Avenue

MONDAY APRIL 19, 2010 SAN FRANCISCO, CA

Book Passage

@ 6:00pm, 1 Ferry Building

TUESDAY APRIL 20, 2010 SANTA ROSA, CA

Copperfield’s Books

@ 7:00pm, 2316 Montgomery Dr

WEDNESDAY APRIL 21, 2010 OAKLAND, CA

A Great Good Place for Books
@7:00 pm, 6120 LaSalle Avenue
FRIDAY APRIL 23, 2010 REDMOND, OR
Paulina Springs Books

@6:30 pm, 422 SW 6th St
SATURDAY APRIL 24, 2010 SISTERS, OR

Paulina Springs Books

@6:30 pm, 252 W Hood Ave

