Brief Bio: Diane Hammond

Diane Hammond is the author of two previous critically acclaimed novels, Going to Bend and Homesick Creek. A Bend resident, she is the recipient of an Oregon Arts Commission literary fellowship and served as a spokesperson for the Free Willy Keiko Foundation and the Oregon Coast Aquarium. She lives with her husband Nolan, wildlife curator at the High Desert Museum, and daughter Kerry, a senior at Summit High School.
Long Bio: Diane Hammond

A native New Yorker, Diane Hammond spent the majority of her school years in Upper Nyack, NY. After graduating from Nyack High School, she attended and earned a BA from Middlebury College in Middlebury, Vermont.

Hammond began her professional life in Honolulu, Hawaii in 1977, working first as a management trainee for a department store, Liberty House, and then as an editorial assistant for several building industry tabloids. 

A move to Washington D.C. in 1980 included a job as associate editor for the American Association of Colleges for Teacher Education, and then as public relations director for Mount Vernon College. It was in those years that she began writing in earnest, cutting her teeth on short stories and attending classes at the Glen Echo Writers Center in Glen Echo, Maryland, and joining a number of ad hoc writing groups. Her first short story was published in Woman’s World, followed by others in Mademoiselle, Yankee Magazine, the Washington Review, and other periodicals.

In 1984, she moved to tiny Newport, Oregon (pop. 9,000), on the central Oregon coast, a writer’s paradise with its relative isolation, constant winter storms and harsh beauty. She began maturing artistically there, discovering themes and settings that have resonated in her writing ever since. At the same time, she worked for the local electric utility (Central Lincoln People’s Utility District) through 1989. 

Hammond’s daughter Kerry was born in 1990; from 1990 to 1996 she was public relations manager for the brand-new Oregon Coast Aquarium, a job that culminated in the arrival of Keiko, the killer whale star of the hit movie Free Willy. She acted as Keiko’s spokesperson first for the aquarium and then, from 1997 through 1998, for the Free Willy Keiko Foundation. When the project was completed, she moved to Bend, in central Oregon with her husband Nolan and daughter Kerry.

Hammond’s first novel, GOING TO BEND, was published by Random House/Doubleday in 2003, with particular acclaim in the Pacific Northwest, where the book was set. HOMESICK CREEK, her second novel, followed in 2006. She and her husband Nolan also formed her own company, Web-Wrights, building websites for small businesses in Bend, and then Tacoma, Washington from 2003-2004. A brief stay in Los Angeles from 2004 through 2006 ended with her return to Bend in early 2007, where she currently lives with her husband Nolan and daughter Kerry. 
Her third novel, HANNAH’S DREAM, was released by Harper Perennial on September 2, 2008.
